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In a notice on p. 480 will be found a description of 
the objects with which the Commercial Intelligence 
Branch of the Board of Trade was established in 
October, 1899, as well as particulars connected with the 
work of the Branch, more especially as regards the 
subjects on which information will be supplied as far as 
possible. 


The principal publications of the Board of Trade will 
be found in a list facing p. iv. of the advertisements, and 
a list of the Annual and Miscellaneous Reports and 
the Treaty Series issued by the Foreign Office, and of 
the Reports issued by the Colonial Office, on pp. 476-9. 


A note of specially interesting subjects dealt with in 
the Trade Reports published by the Foreign Office since 
the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal” will 
be found on pp. 472-4. 


OPENINGS FOR BRITISH TRADE: 


UNITED KINGDOM. 
GOVERNMENT CONTRACTS: WAR OFFICE. 
The Secretary of State for War is prepared to receive tenders for 


es the purchase and removal of nitre cake from 
ud © the Royal Gunpowder Factory, Waltham 

+ aaa Abbey, for a period of one year from Ist 

€. November, 1902. 
. This nitre cake is produced in the manufacture of nitric acid, 
and contains about 30 to 33 per cent. of free sulphuric acid. The 
estimated annual production is 3,900 tons. 

Forms of tender, and any further information may be obtained 
on application to the Chief Superintendent of Ordnance Factories, 
Woolwich Arsenal, or the Superintendent, Royal Gunpowder 
Factory, Waltham Abbey. 


A 
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UNITED KINGDOM—continued. 


Forms of tender may also be obtained on application to the 
Director‘of Army Contracts, War Office, Pall Mall, London, 8.W. 

The tenders are to be delivered at the War Office, Pall Mall, 
London,.S.W., by 12 o’clock noon on Wednesday, the Ist day of 
October, 1902, addressed to the Director of Army Contracts, and 
marked on the outside “Tender for the purchase of nitre cake.” 


With reference to the notice on p. 193 of the “ Board of Trade 

tion fo Journal” for the 3lst October last, the Board 

T of Trade have received, through the War Office, 

Mili Sama a notice stating that the competition for tractors 

any Purposes.’ military purposes, which was announced for 

the spring of 1903, will be postponed until the month of October, 
1908. 

Intending competitors should apply on Ist October, 1902, for 
forms of entry for this competition to the Secretary, Mechanical 
Transport Committee, War Office, Horse Guards, 8. W. 

_ These forms must be completed and returned to the Secretary, 
Mechanical Transport Committee, not later than 1st January, 1903. 


EGYPT. 


The Board of Trade have mag te from the Administration of the 
Egyptian State Railways a communication stat- 
— ” ing that tenders will be received up to 12 noon 
aay on the Ist October for the supply of 3,680 
Crossing Sleepers. ossing sleepers (wooden) in accordance with 
the conditions of contract, a copy of which may be seen on appli- 
cation at the Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of 
Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 
10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Specifications, with forms of tender, may be obtained on 
application to Lieut.-Colonel J. H. Western, R.E., C.M.G., Broad- 
way Chambers, Westminster, S.W., on payment of 2s. per copy. 


The Egyptian “ Journal Officiel” of the 25th ult. contains a notice 
ders f calling for tenders, which will be received at 

Ten ~4 the office of the Inspector of Irrigation, 3rd 
Supply an Circle, Alexandria, up to 11a.m. on the 10thprox., 


Erection of @ the supply and i i 
: pply and erection of a cast-iron spur 
pinion and fly wheel, for Atfeh pumping station. 
whet” er isan The spur pinion and fly wheel must be 
P od completed and erected at site by the end of 


February, 1903. Tenders should quote a price 
per ton including all expenses for transport and erection. 
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Persons wishing to tender for this work can consult the specifi- 
cation and drawings on all days on which public offices are open, 
from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m., at the office of the Inspector of Irrigation. 

-Tenders:must be submitted on stamped paper: they should be 
addressed to the Inspector of Irrigation, 3rd Circle, Alexandria, 
in a sealed envelope bearing the inscription “Tender for Spur 
Pinion and Fly Wheel, Atfeh Pumps.” 


DENMARK. 


According to the “ Berlingske Tidende ” of the 30th ult., tenders 

NL a a for the supply of 8,000 tons of first-class steam 

me al, coal for ships’ use are invited by the Shipping 

” Branch of the Danish State Railways in accord- 

ance with conditions, particulars of which may be obtained at the 

offices of the Shipping Branch, 16, Reventlowsgade, Copenhagen. 
Tenders will be received up to 2 p.m. on the 12th inst. 


PORTUGAL. 


The Portuguese Official Gazette (‘‘ Diario do Governo”) of the 
‘mate: 26th ult. publishes a notification to the effect 
vo a dae that tenders for the supply of 118,000 sleepers 
Setbend for the Portuguese railways will be received up 
— to 1 p.m. on the 17th inst. The sleepers 
required are :— 
36,000 pine wood sleepers, creosoted or not. 
12,000 oak sleepers, for the Minho and Douro Railways, and 
70,000 creosoted pine wood sleepers for the railways of the 
south and south-east. 

Full particulars as to the conditions of tender can be seen at the 
offices of the State railways and of the railways of the south and 
south-east at Lisbon, and at the offices of the Minho and Douro 
railways at Oporto. 

The Gazette containing the notice referred to above, which also 
contains particulars as to the amounts required to be deposited by 
persons tendering, may be seen on application at the Commercial 
Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 
S.W., on any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SPAIN. 


The Director-General of Public Works announces in the “ Gaceta 
de Madrid” of the 29th ult., that an application 
Became 4 has been received from Don Felipe Ferrer 
yememesi Jimeno for a concession for a steam tramway 
from the station of the railway from Valencia to Turis to the port 
of Valencia. A month is allowed in which other offers for the 
concession on most favourable terms to the Government may be 
presented, accompanied by plans, &c. 


A2 
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SPAIN—continued. 


The “ Gaceta de — a ~ the 30th ult. contains a notice calling 

: or tenders for the construction and mainten- 

yao oven ance of a telegraph cable between Santa Isabel 

de Fernando Po and Kings Belltown in the 

Cameroons, of a total length of about 71 

nautical miles. Tenders must be sent within 

30 days of the date of publication of the notice, to the Director- 
General of Posts and Telegraphs, Madrid. 

The Gazette referred to above which contains specification of 
the cable, particulars as to other apparatus required and conditions 
of contract may be seen on application to the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, 8.W., 
any day between the hours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


With reference to the notice which appeared on p. 248 of the 
ow “ Board of Trade Journal ” for the 7th ult., a 
Tel h notice was published in the “ Gaceta de Madrid ” 
eietdioee. for the 31st ult., calling for tenders for a further 

supply of 30,000 porcelain telegraph insulators. 

The conditions of tendering are the same as in the previous case, 

except that tenders will be opened in 10 days from the date of 

notice in the “‘ Gaceta,” and that the maximum price is 95 centimos 
for each insulator without support. 


ASIATIC TURKEY. 

The Acting British Consul-General at Baghdad reports that the 
Railway or construction of a railway or tramway from 
Tramway Baghdad to Karbala and Nejef would be at 
Renetenatl once remunerative and of the greatest con- 

on. venience to the number of pilgrims who pass 
through Baghdad to visit the shrines at these places, besides 
atly facilitating trade operations. (Foreign Office, Annual 

2,884.) 


UNITED STATES—PHILIPPINES. 


In his recent report to the Foreign Office, the Acting British 
Bev Consul at Manila states that there is a large 
Sikhs nan demand for Scotch whisky and ginger ale in 

the Philippine Islands, and that these articles 


and Khaki 
Boots and Shoes, 0m good sale, owing to the present cholera 


Antemebiles, So, Cooking stoves are in increased demand to 

replace the primitive native arrangement hitherto in vogue. 
White drill and khaki have been in strong request, being worn 

by all ranks and classes, civil and military. Thin striped cotton 
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jerseys are largely worn by the natives, with short sleeves and in 
various colours. These are mainly manufactured in Spain. 

White buckskin and canvas boots and shoes, with leather soles, 
if well made, will sell well. The class of boot at present obtain- 
able ready made is distinctly flimsy. 

Automobiles are being imported from the United States of 
America, owing to the high price of poniea A light machine 
suitable for use in the town and not too expensive would sell well 
at Manila at present. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,889.) 


CHILE. 


electric light exist there, with the exception 

Ges that the docks and 

Sestatintien ot taining thereto, as well as most of the employés’ 

ra houses in that district, are lit up by their own 

: electric light plant. The town itself, including 

municipal requirements for lighting streets, the railway station, 

and all private houses do not enjoy this advantage. The Vice- 

Consul is of opinion that there is an opening in that respect for 
British enterprise. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,885.) 


FORTHCOMING EXHIBITION. 
RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia, in a recent report, states 
that the “Journal de St. Pétersbourg” of the 


International 

aaa 2nd/15th ult. publishes the following from the 
Exhibition of Tnvalide Russe ” :— 
Photography. 


An International Exhibition of Photography 

will be held in the spring of next year at St. Petersburg under the 
tronage of His Imperial Highness the Hereditary Grand Duke 
ichael. 

All public institutions and professional and amateur photo- 
graphers are invited to take part. 

The exhibition will be divided into six sections :—(1) Scientific 
photography ; (2) Artistic photography ; (3) Photography as 
applied to printing; (4) Photographic literature; (5) Various 
technical applications of photography ; and (6) Photography as a 
special industry. 

Medals of gold, silver and bronze will be awarded. 

Full information can be obtained from the St. Petersburg 
Photographic Society, 64, Fontanka. 
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Iloilo (Philippines)—The British Vice-Consul at Iloilo, in a 
recent report (Annual Series, 2,889), states that rinderpest during 
the year has been a great scourge there, the draught animals 
(carabaos) dying off in large numbers. This has occasioned a 
good demand for light tramways for carrying the cane, &c., and 
nearly all this business is done by German firms, owing to the 
fact that they make everything easy for the planter. 

A German firm has models to show to customers, and will quote 
them a price in dollars for delivery, whereas a British firm will 
send out catalogues with sterling prices for delivery in London, 
and without models. 


Oporto.—The Acting British Consul, in a recent report to the 
Foreign Office (Annual Series, 2,890), says :— 

“It is not so very long ago that all the rice for the north of 
Portugal came from the United Kingdom, chiefly from London. 
Germany became a strong competitor, and gradually obtained 
the trade in this article, till at last the quantity coming from 
Germany is several-fold greater than that from the United 
Kingdom. 

_ “ Moreover, it is to be feared that during the last year there has 
been a falling-off in the importation of textiles from the United 
Kingdom, this being especially the case in regard to white 
bleached goods and printed and dyed cottons; at the same time it 
would appear that these goods have not been coming from Germany 
and France. 

“Tn engines, boilers and machinery, again, I have no figures, 
but, so far as can be ascertained, the United Kingdom seems to 
be doing the larger a of the trade, though I have been informed 
that tubular boilers have been coming from France and Germany, 
and from the latter country some good and most economical engines, 
with all the latest improvements. Switzerland has also been 
sending some machines, of high-class workmanship and finish, 
principally for flour mills. 

“TI would take leave to repeat what I said a few years ago with 
regard to the development of British trade. If it is to be 
improved, it must be done by means of commercial travellers and 
agents. Flooding the place with circulars and price lists in 
English, or for the matter of that in any other language, is of very 
doubtful utility. . 

“Tt not unfrequently. happens that journals written in the 
interests of special trades insert cuttings from Consular reports, As 
these journals are no doubt written by experts in the various trades 
with which they deal, it occurs to me to suggest that when reviewing 
these reports, they might, perhaps, with advantage give some useful 
hints as to the nature of the information required by those trades 
as a guide for future compilations.” 
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PRODUCTION OF FLAX IN IRELAND. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of the 34th Annual 
Report of the Flax Supply Association for the Improvement of the 
Culture of Flax in Ireland, relating to the year 1901, from which 
the following is taken :— 

It is gratifying to observe that last year there has again been a 
substantial increase— one-sixth more in the acreage under flax in 
Ireland, as compared with the preceding year, coupled with a very 
large yield of fibre per acre, the largest yield registered for 47 
years, viz., very nearly 37 stones per acre. At the present time 
the land in the Ulster counties, where flax is chiefly grown, is 
quite capable of giving a good return, more than one-third bettter 
than in the average of the years between 1870 and 1890; also the 
yield of fibre in each of the Ulster counties was remarkably even 
running from 33 to 384 stones per acre; but the 300 acres grown 
in Connaught gave the splendid result of 493% stones per acre, 
larger than that of any foreign country. It is, therefore, to be 
hoped that the small acreage under flax in the Western Province 
will now steadily increase from year to year. The total yield of 
the 55,000 acres was close upon 13,000 tons, a larger produce than 
any of the previous five years, and about equal to that of 1895. 
Strength has proved to be the chief characteristic of last year’s 
growth, giving to the spinner more dressed line after hackling 
than for some years past, and producing a tighter yarn. 

The following table shows the acreage under cultivation, and the 
production of flax in Ireland for each of the last five years :— 


Year. Acreage. Production, Yield per Acre. 
Acres. Tons. Stones. 
1897 ... ove ove ove 45,576 6,818 23°93 
1898 ... ote ove ay 34,489 6,281 29°14 
1899 ... eee 34,989 6,743 30°83 
1900 ... eee eee se 47,451 9,479 31°96 
1901 ... eee ove ove 55,442 12,797 36°93 
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TRADE OF CAPE COLONY (First Five Monrtus or 1902). 


With reference to the statement on pp. 155-6 of the “ Board 
of Trade Journal,” for 24th July last, the Board of Trade have 
received, through the Agent-General for the Cape of Good Hope, 
statistics showing the value of the trade of Cape Colony for the 
five months ended 3lst May, 1902, as compared with the 
corresponding period of 1901. The following tables show the total 
value of the imports and exports, including transit trade in both 
cases, of the principal and other articles into and from the Colony 
during the periods above-mentioned :— 


Imports into Cape Colony. 


Five Months Five Months 
Principal and other Articles. ended 31st ended 31st 
May, 1901. May, 1902. 
Provisions of all kinds (includes butter, cheese, & z 
chicory, coffee, meats, rice, sugar, and tea)... 905,000 1,573,000 
Metals and metal manufactures (includes 
iron, lead, machinery and hardware) mR 650,000 1,065,000 
Haberdashery and millinery... 525,000 827,000 
Cotton manufactures... pes 441,000 761,000 
Provisions, oilman stores, &c. (ne od a 335,000 712,000 
Leather and leather manufactures (includes| 
boots and shoes, and saddlery and weayeged 384,000 592,000 
Wearing apparel (includes hats) ae 424,000 544,000 
ood, and manufactures of (includes Furnitw re 
and cabinetware) ue 327,000 504,000 
Corn, &c. ( flour, maize, oats, wheat) .. 695,000 527,000 
Alcoholic beverages (includes beer, and 
spirits) .. oop 241,000 411,000 
Tobacco of all sorts = co eae 126,000 311,000 
Stationery (includes books) an 171,000 266,000 
Woollen manufactures ... 153,000 249,000 
Coal, coke and patent fuel ive pas sia 139,000 191,000 
Drugs and chemicals... 126,000 172,000 
Carriages and other wheeled vehicles .. aba 68,000 133,000 
Soap and candles... Re a 71,000 122,000 
Cocoa and chocoiate and confectionery od 71,000 120,000 
Jewellery and plated ware... 38,000 68,000 
Pipes, iron and earthen .. es bie ove 38,000 66,000 
41,000 50,000 
Linen manufactures... 31,000 49,000 
Earthenware and 35,000 45,000 
Oil, mineral 44,000 43,000 
Agricultural implements 32,000 43,000 
Cement... 22,000 36,000 
Paints and colours 25,000 36,000 
Dynamite and blasting compounds ae oon 42,000 22,000 
All other articles of merchandise ove ose 1,217,000 1,438,000 
Total merchandise 7,417,000 10,976,000 
Articles ote for the Colonial Government 738,000 1,268,000 
Specie... 869,000 866,000 
Grand total, imports... 9,024,000 13,110,000 


NotTEe.—The official figures of imports into Cape Colony are exclusive of 
imports by the Imperial Government, but it may be noted that supplies for the 
army were partly contracted for on the spot. 


| 
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Trade of Cape Colony (First Five Months of 1902). 


Exports from Cape Colony. 


Five Months Five Months 

Principal and other Articles. ended 31st ended 31st 

May, 1901. May, 1902. 

£ 

Diamonds .. = 1,963,000 2,091,000 
Wool (washed, scoured, and in the grease) _ 598,000 805,000 
Ostrich feathers ... ose 318,000 394,000 
Hair, Angora ose ae: 73,000 203,000 
Gold (raw) a 188,000 739,000 
Hides and skins ... 157,000 189,000 
Copper ore... ove we 210,000 106,000 
All other articles of merchandise ie eke 69,000 69,000 
Total merchandise ans £ 3,576,000 4,596,000 
Imported goods, = 233,000 210,000 
~ Grand total, exports ... £ 3,863,000 4,906,000 


> 
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TRADE OF BRITISH HONDURAS IN 1901. 


The following tables, showing the value of the imports and 
exports of the principal and other articles into and from the Colony 
of British Honduras during the year 1901, are compiled from the 
official trade returns for that year, an advance copy of which has 
been received at the Board of Trade by the courtesy of the Colonial 
Secretary at Belize. For the sake of comparison the corresponding 
figures for the preceding year are added :— 

Imports into British Honduras. 
Principal ana Other Articles. 1900. 1901. 
Dols. Dols. 


Provisions of all kinds (inc’udes butter, cheese, coffee, 
confectionery, cocoa, meats, fresh and salted, bacons 
and hams, fish salted, lard, fruit dita vegetables, 


salt, rice, sugar and tea) = ae 315,000 361,000 
Cotton goods... 171,000 
Corn, &e. (flour, maize, oats, Sc.) 82,000 98,000 
Leather, and leather manufactures (includes 3 boote and 

shoes, and saddlery and harness)... 64,000 71,000 
Animals,living ... 49,000 67,000 


Metals and metal manufactures Cineludes machinery, 
hardware and cutlery, copper, iron roofing, and 


sowing machines)... 59,000 61,000 
erages (includes aerated waters, wines, beer and 

spirits, Jc.) 35,000 49,000 
Wood and manufactures of furniture $ 32,000 36,000 
Wearing apparel hats) .. 42,000 35,000 
Tobacco of all sorts.. 21,000 31,000 
Soap and candles ... 32,000 27,000 
Drugs and chemicals 16,000 22,000 
Oils of allkinds ... oor ons 28,000 21,000 
Books and stationery 9,000 11,000 
Barthenware and glassware 7,000 10,000 
All other articles .., 118,000 115,000 
Total merchandise wes wae 1,083,000 1,197,000 

Bullion and specie ... 116,000 30, 
Dols.| 1,199,000 | 1,227,000 
Grand total, imports ... { £ 250.000 256,000 

Exports from British Honduras. 
~ 1900. 1901. 


Logwood, mahogany and cedar ... 901,000 757,000 
Bananas and plantains... os 109,000 168,000 


Cocoanuts ... “on 26,000 41,000 
Sapodilla 34,000 24,000 
All other articles... 53,000 45,000 


Bullion and specie . one one 152,000 315,000 


Grand total, exports ... £ 271,000 289,000 
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ELECTRO-TECHNICAL INDUSTRY IN RUSSIA. 


Openings for Electrical Apparatus. 

The United States Consul at Odessa, in a report dated 12th July 
last on electro-technical industry in Russia, states that until recent 
times, the electric industry has made extremely slow progress in 
Russia. Unfavourable circumstances have combined to impede 
the industry and prevent it from reaching the level found in other 
countries. One of the principal causes of this lack of development 
was the absence of schools in which to educate electricians. 
late, however, the Government, private companies, and individuals 
have opened special schools for electricians ; and, in addition, the 
special art and artisan schools have introduced an electro-technical 
course. The influence of these special schools and courses has not 
been slow to make itself felt, and of recent years electric industry 
has made immense progress. Many towns and cities are lighted 
by electricity, and electric tramways are numerous. Nearly all of 
the large factories and industrial establishments have adopted 
electric lighting and have applied electricity to the distribution of 
motive power. Electric energy has also been utilised in mining 
enterprises, particularly in the south of Russia. The use of 
electricity in soldering, in the extraction and refining of metals, as 
well as in certain electro-chemical works, and in the production of 
carbons and hypochlorites, is now well developed in Russia. With 
the increased and varied applications, the demand for apparatus 
has grown enormously, and dynamo machines, motors, transformers, 
lamps, conductors, &c., find a large sale. In response to this 
demand, workshops and factories have been established which 
produce more particularly the accessory supplies and conductors. 
There are but two factories in Russia which produce electro 
machines and lamps, and in consequence most of these are 
imported. Germany and Switzerland furnish the largest number ; 
next comes England, and then follow the United States, France, 
and Belgium. 


Electric Lighting —A few years only have passed since such 
cities as St. Petersburg and Moscow began to have their streets 
lighted by electricity. At present there are more than 50 towns 
which employ the electric light, and many other places are erecting 
the necessary apparatus. " 


Electric Traction.—Electricity is also coming largely into use 
for tramways. The first electric tramway built in Russia was the 
one at Kief, which dates from 1893. In 1898, 45 cities had con- 
structed such lines, their length exceeded 312 miles, and nearly 
10,000 kilowatts were in use for the motors. The total length of 
wire for the electric tramways in St. Petersburg is estimated at 
1,875 miles. Other cities also contemplate the employment of 
electricity on a large scale, and plans are under consideration for 
its use on the great railways of Russia. These projects include 
the construction of an electric railway to connect neighbouring 


444 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Sept. 4, 1902. 


Electro-Technical Industry in Russia. 


towns on the western frontier of Russia, and the establishment of 
a road to cross the Caucasus Mountains, between the town of 
Sahkun and one of the stations of the Vladikavkaz Railway. For 
this latter road, it is proposed to utilise the hydraulic force of the 
mountain streams. Electric traction is already in use on the 
railways serving large factories, in the mining industry, and in 
other enterprises. 

The use of electricity for the distribution of motive power is 
spreading, and to-day all of the machine works of Russia have 
adopted this method. Enormous central stations have been erected 
at places where such factories exist. All of the larger elevators on 
the Vladikavkaz Railway and on the Moscow-Kazan Railway are 
supplied with electric motors. Up to the present, electricity has 
scarcely been used at all for the transmission of energy for great 
distances. Projects, however, are under way to utilise the water- 
falls of Marva and Imatra. The Russian Government has granted 
a concession to a company to supply power to St. Petersburg from 
the Volhov rapids. The estimated cost of the enterprise is about 
2,800,000/. It is said that the power to be transmitted will equal 
150,000 kilowatts, and the maximum transmission distance is 188 
miles. The company has undertaken to provide the public light- 
ing of St. Petersburg gratuitously, and hopes to furnish current to 
individuals at about half the price hitherto charged in similar 
enterprises. It is also intended to use the colossal force of the 
Dnieper cataracts for the transmission of energy. 

Electro-Chemical Industry.— The progress of the electro-chemical 
industry and of electro-metallurgy is interwoven with the utilisa- 
tion of hydraulic force as motive power. For instance, there are 
even now several establishments which obtain copper and refine 
metal by the electrolytic process. Such establishments exist in 
the Ural and the Caucasus, and have an output that is important. 
There are as yet very few special electro-chemical works in Russia; 
one factory near the Imatra rapids produces carbide of calcium, 
and other works for a similar purpose also exist. A large electro- 
chemical factory has been erected in the government of Kharkof, 
for the production of caustic soda. Electric soldering is in use in 
metallurgical and mechanical works, and also in the railway shops; 
this is accomplished with the aid of the Volta arc, a Russian 
invention. It is said to be superior to the ordinary process of 
welding by fire, and is in use in 70 important machine works in 
western Europe. 

Electric Appliances and Machines.—It will be seen that the 
application of electricity has progressed in Russia, and that 
electro-technical appliances will have a great future in this 
country. Russian factories cannot supply the demand, and the 
deficiency is made up by foreign firms which have their representa- 
tives there. It is true that Russian manufacturers produce many 
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cables and insulated conductors. At St. Petersburg and Moscow, 
there are a number of factories turning out these articles, and their 
output compares favourably with the foreign articles. The most 
important of these establishments is the Siemens and the Riben, 
both of which produce cables of the most complicated character. 
Nevertheless, cables in large quantities are imported from abroad, the 
home manufacturers not being able to supply the market. Accumu- 
lators are also manufactured in various towns in Russia. There area 
number of establishments in St. Petersburg which produce accumu- 
lators of original design or after the best-known foreign models, such 
as the Julien, the Tudor, and others ; and the importation is small. 
Such appliances as circuit breakers, commutators, rheostats, and 
carriages, as well as fittings for lamps, are also manufactured in 
Russia, but not nearly enough to supply the demand. Measuring 
and counting instruments are scarcely manufactured at all in 
Russia, although the demand for them is enormous, especially of 
late, since central stations have been constructed in a number of 
towns. ‘These instruments are imported from France and Germany. 
The manufacture of porcelain insulators and of porcelain appurte; 
nances in general is so largely developed in Russia as to completely 
satisfy the home demand, and no insulators are imported. Incan- 
descent lamps are not manufactured in Russia at present; an 
establishment formerly existed for the manufacture of these lamps, 
but foreign competition was so strong that the attempt was 
abandoned. The lamps are at present imported from Germany, 
France, England, Austria, and Sweden. Arc lamps are produced 
in Russia, but only in limited quantities, and the greater number 
of those used are imported from Germany. Carbons for the arc 
lamps are also manufactured in Russia, though most of them come 
from abroad. 

One branch of the electro-technical industry is fully supplied by 
the home manufacturers, and that is the signalling and telegraphic 
apparatus in use on the railways, to indicate whether the line is 
open or closed. As regards telegraphic appliances proper, some 
are manufactured in Russia and some come from abroad, chiefly 
from Sweden and Germany. 


Hints as to Extension of Trade.—It will thus be seen that the 
demand for electro-technical apparatus and machines in Russia is 
relatively but little satisfied by the home manufacturers, and the 
progress in the application of electricity for transportation, manu- 
facturing, and domestic economy will undoubtedly enormously 
increase the market for foreign appliances. To secure a share of 
this trade the United States Consul advises manufacturers to 
establish branch houses in Russia and place the same in the hands 
of competent men. The Germans hold the field in supplyin 
Russia with electric appliances, because they are ever present jo, 
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always patient ; they study their customers, ascertain their financial 
condition, give long credit with reasonable interest, and employ 
men who are either German-speaking Russians or Germans born 
in Russia, who of course speak both Russian and German. 

In conclusion the Consul remarks, “It is not too much to say 
that in no other branch of trade is there likely to be such material 


progress in Russia.” 


TRADE OF GERMAN EAST AFRICA IN 1901. 


According to the ‘‘ Deutsches Kolonialblatt” of the Ist July last, 
the foreign trade of German East Africa in 1901 showed a decrease 
of about 1,500,000 marks as compared with that of 1900. The 
decrease rests solely with the imports, which show a falling off of 
about 1,920,000 marks, whilst the exports have increased by about 
330,000 marks. 

- The following table shows the value of the trade of German Kast 
Africa during each of the last six years :— 


—- Imports. Exports. 

Marks, Marks. 

1896 ... ove ove ove 8,665,046 1,117,139 
1897 ... ove eee 8,942,078 4,988,505 
1899 ... ose gon ove 10,822,586 3,937,150 
1900 ... eee ove 11,430,540 4,293,645 
1901 ... toe ove ove «| 9,510,766 4,623,475 


According to the official report on the development of the 
Protectorate during the years 1900-1, the increase in the imports 
in 1900 as compared with 1899 was due chiefly to the material 
imported and used in the construction of the Usambara railway. 
In the year 1901 the imports of railway materials almost went 
back again to their former level. Other articles of import in 1901 
have shown scarcely any alteration, with the exception of cotton 
_— and rice, the former having an increased value of about 

1,000 marks, and the latter a decreased value of about 
330,000 marks. 

As regards the exports, corn and pulse, and ivory are the only 
articles which show a considerable decrease, the former of about 
295,000 marks, the latter of about 110,000 marks. The exports 
of copra have increased from 108,000 marks in 1899, to 557,000 
marks in 1901, and those of sesame from 85,000 marks in 1899 to 
279,000 marks in 1901. 
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The following tables show the value of the several classes of 
imports into and of exports from German East Africa in each of 
the last two years :— 


Imports. 
1900. 1901 
» 
Marks. Marks. 
Cotton goods of all kinds ... 8,650,000 4,091,000 
Provisions of all kinds ved bee vee oe aa 777,000 773,000 
Wine, beer and spirits éad 601,000 548,000 
Tron ofall kinds .., «| 1,659,000 531,000 
Earth, stones, &c. ... ese 390,000 233,000 
Vegetable oils, &c. ... ate ise 172,000 230,000 
All other articles... ate 2,829,000 2,083,000 
Total Marks| 11,431,000 9,511,000 
Exports. 
1900. 1901 
Marks. Marks. 
Caoutchouc, raw... «| 1,059,000 1,049,000 
Ivory, raw ... ote 997,000 882,000 
Copra... oe ane eve 190,000 557,000 
Coffee... ove eid 275,000 257,000 
Corn and pulse oes 373,000 78,000 
Marks} 4,294,000 4,623,000 
Total ... { £| 215,000 231,000 
Note.—Mark = 1s. 
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The Board of Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, 
the following copy of a memorandum by H.M. Commercial Attaché 
at Constantinople, regarding the class of threshing machinery which 
would most likely meet the requirements of the country, as well 
as the means which it would seem best to adopt for its successful 
introduction in the grain-growing districts of Asia Minor :— 

“The introduction of modern threshing machinery into Turkey 
has been attempted at various times, and, with the exception of 
the Adana district, where an Ipswich firm several years ago 
introduced a machine having a special straw-bruising apparatus 
attached, I am not aware that the attempts in any other part of 
the country have, so far, met with sufficient encouragement.” 

“This class of machinery labours under the disadvantage of 
being so heavy as to render it extremely difficult, if not impos- 
sible, of conveyance over the bad roads and rough country of the 
interior. The machinery is, moreover, complicated, and its 
working difficult, and is, besides, so expensive, as to render it 
doubtful of gaining favour under present conditions with the 
agricultural class. A simpler and more portable machine at a 
moderate price, having an apparatus for bruising straw, and 
worked by horse gear in preference to steam power, would 
probably meet the special requirements of the farmer in a greater 
measure than the heavy and costly machines which have hitherto 
been imported.” 

“It is hopeless, however, to expect the Turkish farmer to take 
any interest in modern agricultural implements which are only 
brought to his notice through the medium of illustrated catalogues. 
He must be shown the implements themselves, and by seeing 
them at work must have practical proof of the advantages which 
are to be derived from their use.” 

“Manufacturers of agricultural machinery would, I venture to 
think, have a reasonable prospect of developing their trade if they 
were willing to establish agencies in some of the principal towns 
of the grain-growing districts such as Angora, Eskiskehr, Kutahia, 
Karahissar, Konia, &c. The agents in charge should be thoroughly 
acquainted with the working of agricultural machinery, and they 
should be supplied with a set of such machines as can be adapted 
to special local requirements. Their principal duties would consist 
in getting into touch with the local farmers, working the machines 
on their fields and generally affording the farmers every opportu- 
nity of judging for themselves as to the advantages obtained by 
the adoption and employment of modern methods of farming.” 

“It may be well to note that several small threshers worked by 
horse-gear and made by a Wexford firm have recently been 
introduced in the Eskiskehr district, where they will be tried 
during the harvest season.” 
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The following particulars relating to the United States tobacco 
industry are extracted from a census bulletin on “ Manufactures 
of Tobacco” recently issued by the United States Government. 
The statistics contained in the report possess unusual interest, as 
the census of 1900 was the first at which the tobacco industry, one 
of the ten principal industries, has been discussed in a special 
report. 

The amount of capital invested in manufactures of tobacco in 
the United States is shown by the report to be 124,089,871 dols. 
This sum represents the value of land, buildings, machinery, tools, 
and implements, and the live capital utilised, but does not include 
the capital stock of any of the manufacturing corporations. The 
value of the products is returned at 283,076,546 dols., to produce 
which involved an outlay of 8,951,534 dols. for salaries of officials, 
clerks, &c.; 49,852,484 dols. for wages; 79,495,422 dols. for 
miscellaneous expenses, including rent, taxes, &c. ; and 107,182,656 
dols. for materials used, mill supplies, freight, and fuel. It is not 
to be assumed, however, that the difference between the aggregate 
of these sums and. the value of the product is, in any sense, 
indicative of the profits in the manufacture of the products during 
the census year. The census schedule takes no cognisance of the 
cost of selling manufactured articles, or of interest on capital 
invested, or of the mercantile losses incurred in the business, or of 
depreciation in plant. The value of the product given is the 
value as obtained or fixed at the shop or factory. 

The following table shows the total quantity of leaf tobacco 
produced as reported at the censuses of 1840 to 1900 inclusive :— 


Census Year. Quantity. 
Lbs. 

1850 eee eee seo eee ove eee 199,752,655 
1870 see sae nee soe eee 262,735,341 
1880 ase eee eee eee 472,661,157 


The total production of the United States in 1900 shows an 
increase of 379,906,629 lbs., or 77°8 per cent. over the crop of 
1890. All the states and territories were represented except 
Colorado, District of Columbia, Nevada, Rhode Island, and Utah, 
but the cultivation of tobacco on a large scale was confined to 
comparatively few states. The crop of only 18 states exceeded 
1,000,000 Ibs. each, and that of 13 states, 5,000,000 lbs. each. 
Eight states produced more than 20,000,000 Ibs., and three states 
more than 100,000,000 Ibs. each. Kentucky, North Carolina, 
Virginia, Ohio, and Tennessee, in the order named, were thejfive 
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greatest: producers, whose combined crop was 679,791,000 lbs., or 
78:3 per.cent. of the entire production. Kentucky alone produced 
36:2 per cent. of the entire crop of the United States. 

_The quantity of leaf tobacco used in manufactures during each 
of the last three years, according to the reports of the United 
States Commissioner of Internal Revenue, was as follows :— 


1898, 1899, 1900. 

Lbs. Lbs. Lbs. 
For Cigars 85,437,974 93,746,678 | 105,395,189 
» Cigarettes... ... 17,081,349 14,416,947 13,084,037 


» Tobacco and snuff... 247,358,414 258,975,685 260,683,658 


Total ©... ...| $49,877,737 | 367,139,310 | 379,162,884 


The combined production of cigars and cigarettes for the 
calendar year 1900, approximated nine and one-half thousand 
millions. More than one hundred and eighteen million pounds of 
tobacco were used in their manufacture, the average being 12°6 Ibs. 
of tobacco to each thousand cigars and cigarettes. In cigars alone 
an average of 17-1 Ibs. of tobacco were used to each thousand, and 
in cigarettes an average of 4 lbs. 

Pennsylvania was the leading state in the separate manufacture 
of cigars, with a production of 1,624,527,885; New York, Ohio, 
Maryland, and Illinois followed in the order named, with 
1,291,273,550; 658,819,883; 403,548,626; and 281,400,268, 
respectively. The combined product of these five states was 
4,259,570,212, or 69 per cent. of the entire output of the United 
States. The leading ten cities in cigar manufacture in 1900, in 
the order of their production, were New York, Cincinnati, Phila- 
delphia, Pittsburg, Richmond, Chicago, Baltimore, Lancaster, 
Tampa, and Detroit. 


The-geographical distribution of cigarette manufacture is much’ 


_ more limited than the manufacture of cigars. Only 19 states are 

represented, and the output of a majority of these was compara- 
tively small. New York led, with an output of 1,746,454,120, 
followed by Virginia, North Carolina, Louisiana, and California, in 
the order named, with 742,933,030; 649,314,810; 48,249,800 and 
31,522,880 cigarettes, respectively. The combined production 
of these five states was 3,218,474,640, or 98°8 per cent. of the 
entire product of the United States. 

The leading ten cities in cigarette production for the calendar 
year, 1900, were New York, Richmond, Durham, Rochester, New 
Orleans, Lynchburg, San Francisco, Wilson, Chicago, and 
Philadelphia. 


| 
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The manufacture of chewing and smoking tobacco and snuff was 
less widely distributed than the manufacture of cigars and cigarettes, 
only 23 states being represented in 1900. The total quantity of 
materials used in that year (viz., leaf tobacco, scraps, stems, 
liquorice, sugar, &c.) amounted to 360,911,538 lbs. The total 
produce amounted to 300,707,189 lbs., of which 173,890,614 lbs. 
were plug chewing tobacco, 11,462,797 lbs. fine cut chewing 
tobacco, 101,548,467 lbs. smoking tobacco, and 13,805,311 lbs. 
snuff. The five greatest producing states were Missouri, North 
Carolina, Kentucky, Virginia and New Jersey, in the order named. 
These states together produced 206,663,178 lbs., or 68°7 per cent. 
of the total output of the United States. 

The stemming and rehandling branch of the tobacco industry 
consists principally in sizing the leaves and sorting them as to 
shade, general character, and quality ; stemming and drying them. 
for export; and treating them by fermentation and other processes. 
according to the requirements of each manufacturer's trade. 
In 1900 there were eight states having more than three 
establishments each. The industry was largely limited to the 
states of Virginia, Kentucky, Ohio, Tennessee, and New York, in. 
that order. These five states combined represented 17,093,056 dols., 
or 89°5 per cent. of the total value of products. The industry was, 
therefore well localised within the tobacco-growing districts. 

At the conclusion of the report it is stated that the largest. 
tobacco factories are gathering under one roof the manufacture of 
practically everything that contributes to the tobacco industry. 
Factories are now fully equipped for manufacturing the tin, paper, 
cloth, and other packages in which the products are packed for 
market, as well as boxes or cases in which they are shipped. 
Equipment for printing and lithographing labels and advertising 
posters is also an adjunct of a modern factory, so that there is 
little demand to be supplied by outside establishments. 


452 THE BOARD OF TRADE JOURNAL. [Sept. 4, 1902. 


TARIFF CHANGES 
AND CUSTOMS REGULATIONS, 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 359 of the 

‘ “ Board of Trade Journal” for the 21st ult., 

Bias «si the Board of Trade are in receipt of a copy of 

likeNatureor Use. ® General Order (No. 69 of 1902) issued by 

the Commissioners of H.M. Customs, relative 

to the regulations governing the importation of saccharin and 
similar substances. The following is the text of the Order :— 

“‘ Notice is hereby given that, under the regulations made by 
“ the Commissioners of Customs and the Commissioners of Inland 
“* Revenue in pursuance of Section 8 of the Finance Act, 1901, 
“ the importation into the United Kingdom of saccharin is pro- 
“hibited, except in packages containing not less than 11 lbs. 
“net weight, and into the ports of London, Harwich, Dover, 
‘“* Folkestone, Newhaven, Southampton, Hull, Leith, Goole, 
“ Grimsby, West Hartlepool, and Grangemouth. 

“The term saccharin includes substances of a like nature or 
“ use, or any goods containing saccharin pr any substance of a like 
“ nature or use as a substantial part or ingredient thereof, and 
“such goods when imported must be warehoused. 

“‘ Saccharin must be specially described in the report of the 
“‘ importing vessel, and must not be packed with or included in 
“‘ any parcel or package containing goods of any other description. 

** Any saccharin imported in contravention of these regulations 
“ will be forfeited, and the importer of the goods will render 
* himself liable to a penalty of 50/. in respect of each offence 
committed.” 


MALTA. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of Proclamation No. XX. 
Sites tobe under date of the 28th October, 1901, and 
niahe which recites that whereas it has been the 
Seinen Meee custom in Malta, in order not to submit im- 
Imported. porters of beer to the loss connected,with the 
gauging thereof, and at the same time not to 

charge duty except on the quantity of liquid contained in each 
cask, after making a just allowance for deficiency, to allow seven 
and-a-half gallons in every 36 gallons of beer for deficiency in 
caiculating the duty payable thereon. The Proclamation further 
recites that His Excellency the Governor considers that the ancient 
custom of making an allowance for the deficiency, irrespective of 
waste, in calculating the duty on beer, should continue, but that 
the percentage of such deficiency, including waste, should be 
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reduced from seven and-a-half gallons to four gallons on every 36 
gallons. 

It is ordered therefore that the Collector of Customs shall levy 
the duty on every hogshead, English barrel, kilderkin, or firkin, 
as if the hogshead contained 48 gallons, the English barrel con- 
tained 32 gallons, the kilderkin contained 16 gallons, and the 
firkin contained eight gallons, unless the importer prefers to have 
the actual quantity of beer gauged, in which case the beer shall be 
gauged and duty charged on the actual quantity imported, and an 
allowance shall be made only for waste liquid at the rate of five 
per cent. 


AUSTRALIAN COMMONWEALTH. 
The “ Official Gazette ” of the Commonwealth of Australia for 11th 
July, 1902, contains a Customs By-law, which 


By-law for : 
ea oe provides that linseed for the manufacture of 
pr rere a linseed oil shall be admitted into the States of the 
Australian Commonwealth free of import duty. 
Oil Free of The By-law further provides that the Collector of 
Im “ ont Customs is to be first satisfied that such linseed 
- ty. is intended to be forthwith used for the manu- 


facture of linseed oil, and security is also to be furnished by the 
importer that the linseed shall be so used, and within six months 
of the date of importation proof shall be given to the satisfaction 
of the Collector that the linseed has been so used by the importer. 


NEWFOUNDLAND. 


The Board of Trade have received copies of the undermentioned 
. Acts respecting import duties levied in the 
Colony of Newfoundland :— 

ome r Act XIII. of 1902, under which a duty of 5 per 
Ro — i ea cent. ad valorem is levied on the fair market 

th value of the hulls, rigging, boilers, steam 

coin om engines and other machinery and all appur- 
Biscuit Importea, *@222¢e8 of ships and other vessels built in 

a any foreign country, whether steam or sailing 
vessels, on application for registry in Newfoundland. It is pro- 
vided that this shall not apply to ships and other vessels built in 
any foreign country which shall be continuously employed in 
connection with the trade or fisheries of the Colony. 

Act XXVI. of 1902 alters the duty on rough, undressed leather, 
when imported by tanners for further dressing, from 10 per cent. 
ad valorem to 3 cents per lb. 

The Act also amends Section 8 of the Revenue Act, 1901, by 
substituting the word ten in lieu of the word one hundred in the 
last line of the Section.$It is provided by the above-mentioned 
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Section that a drawback of 17 cents per cwt. be allowed on the 
exportation of biscuit which has been manufactured in the Colony 
from duty-paid imported flour. The drawback is now allowed when 
not less than 10 bags are exported at any one time, instead of 
only when not less than 100 bags are exported at any one time, as 
previously provided by the section. 


RUSSIA. 


‘With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 282 of the 
“ Board of Trade Journal” for the 1st August, 
1901, the Board of are 
: through the Forei ce, of the followin 
for list of implements appliances necessary 
tag the destruction of insects, &c., injurious to 
nar alg agriculture, which may be imported into Russia 
ym ne free of duty up to the 18th/3lst December, 
ert ® 1903. The free importation of these articles 
will be allowed on the presentation to the Customs Authorities, in 
each separate case, of a certificate from the Department of Agricul- 
ture to the effect that they are destined for the above-mentioned 
purpose :— 
1. Implements of various systems for soaing, plenty and trees 
with liquid remedies against destructive insects, &c.— 
(a) Ordinary implements for spraying (without spray- 
nozzles, sprayers, and squirts). 
(b) Spray pumps, hand knapsack and horse, “ Vermorel’s,” 
“ Platt’s,” and other systems. 
2. Implements of all systems for sprinkling the soil with liquid 
remedies, ‘‘ Vermorel’s,” ‘ Shandon’s,” and other injectors. 
3. Implements of various systems for covering plants and trees 
with powder remedies— 
(a) Bellows, ordinary and double action. 
(b) Powder distributors, “ Torpili,” “‘ Vermorel’s,” “ Platt’s,” 
and others. 
4. Boilers of various systems for destroying insects, &c., by 
means of boiling water. 
5. Implements and appliances for coating plants, trees, &c., 
with liquid remedies. 
6. Spare parts and appurtenances for the above-named imple- 
ments (sections 1 to 5). 
7. Metallic gloves. 
8. Lamps and torches for destroying insects, &c., by means of 
the flame. ‘ 
9. Lamps and lanterns for catching destructive moths by means 
of the light. 
10. Traps, &., for catching destructive animals and birds. 


Temporary Free 
Importation of 
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RUSSIA—continued. 


11. Nets, bag-shaped and others, for catching insects. 
12. Artificial nests for insectivorous birds. 
18. Bags for the preservation of bunches of vines from destruc- 
tive insects, &c. 


The Board of Trade are also in receipt, through the same channel, 
of a translation (in French) of an Imperial 

‘emporary  Ukaz published in the Russian “Official 
~y Messenger” of the 19th ult., by which the 


pi tdi import duty on tea (black, flower, green, and 
by Lend. yellow) imported by the territories of Semiret- 


chensk, the Steppes, Irkutsk, and the Amur is 
temporarily raised by 3 roubles per poud, i.e., to 25 roubles 
50 copecks per poud.* 


* NoTE.—Poud = 36 lbs. avoir, Rouble (100 copecks) = 2s, 1}d. 


NETHERLANDS. 


The Board of Trade are in receipt, through the Foreign Office, of 
a translation of a Dutch Royal Decree dated 
the 6th ult., granting freedom from taxation 
for vinegar and acetic acid for use in the 
preparation of wires for electric glow-lamps. 


Exemption from 

Duty of Vinegar 

and Acetic Acid 
for certain 


purposes. 


ITALY, 


The Italian ‘“ Bollettino Ufficiale del Ministero d’Agricoltura In- 
“Tempo dustria e Commercio,” for the 20th ult., contains 
hintotom” of the text of a Royal Decree, dated the 3rd July, 
1902, extending “temporary admission” con- 
9 * ditions to galvanized iron rods intended for the 
manufacture of insulated electric cells, and to tin plates intended 
for the manufacture of boxes, , 

A copy of the Decree and of the Regulations under which 
temporary admission is accorded may be seen on application at the 
Commercial Intelligence Branch of the Board of Trade, 50, Parlia- 
mont Street, S.W., any day between the hours of 10 am. and 

p.m. 
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MEXICO. 


With reference to the notice which appeared at p. 544 of the 

. “ Journal” for the 19th June last, the Board of 

yao ~y Trade are now in receipt of a copy of the 

Sewwteik en Mexican “ Diario Oficial” for the 4th ult. which 

Cotton Good contains the text of the Regulations, issued 

* under a Law of the 6th June last, according an 

allowance of drawback on the exportation from Mexico of textiles 
of domestic manufacture. 

A copy of the “ Diario” containing the Regulations in question 
may be seen on application at the Commercial Intelligence Branch 
of the Board of Trade, 50, Parliament Street, S.W., any day 
between the kours of 10 a.m. and 5 p.m. 


SHIPPING AND TRANSPORT. 


RUSSIA. 


The British Commercial Agent in Russia reports that according to 
, telegrams from St. Petersburg to the ‘“‘ Russkia 

oe es Viedomosti” of 11th August (new style) the 
Chinese-East Chinese Eastern Railway is expected to be 
and Circum- a for regular traffic by 1st/14th October 
eaital meee The same paper states that it is proposed to 
have the Circum-Baikal line ready for traffic by 1st January, 1905. 


ITALY. 


In his recent report, H.M. Consul at Palermo states that commer- 
cial travellers and others likely to be in Sicily 


=~ a for some days, and likely to travel to Girgenti, 
Sicilian Railways. Syracuse, Catania, Taormina, and Messina, 


over the lines of the Sicula Orientale, should 
provide themselves with a photograph on white paper, and take 
out a first-class ticket for free circulation on this railway in any 
direction for one month at a cost of 100 lire (4l.). This ticket 
also serves as a certificate of identity during its term of existence. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,887.) 


CHILE. 


The British Vice-Consul at Talcahuano reports that the shore 
enna facilities of that port are very bad indeed for 
Gene discharge of foreign merchandise. All 


NRE. sutshle goods have to be landed at the 
Customs mole, at the end of which there are only two steam 
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donkey cranes, quite inadequate at times for the work to be 
done. The consequence is, that when three or four steamers 
clash, a collection of loaded lighters accumulates at the end of the 
mole waiting turn to be unloaded. At 2 p.m., according to Custom- 
house regulations, landing of dutiable cargo is stopped, and all 
launches still loaded require to return to moorings for the night. 
Needless to say the goods are thereby subjected to all sorts of risks 
of robbery, and, more especially during the winter months, damage 
by rain or salt water. Merchants have repeatedly complained to 
the Government on this score, and if the rumour be true that there is 
a project of extending a long mole alongside of which steamers and 
sailing vessels can go, it-will be the greatest business advantage 
ever obtained from a commercial point of view. (Foreign Office, 
Annual Series, 2,885.) 


MINERALS, METALS AND MACHINERY, 
TRINIDAD. 


The Board of Trade have received a communication, from the 
Collector of Customs at Trinidad, in which it is 
Coal Deposits. stated that the coal deposits of the island have 
recently attracted a considerable share of 
attention. The existence of several deposits had been known for 
many years, and in their report on the geology of Trinidad, 1858, 
Messrs. Wall and Sawkins give the results of analyses of several 
samples of coal. Last year there were discovered further deposits, 
of one of which it is reported that the coal is spread over a con- 
siderable area and may yield a sufficient quantity to justify the 
construction of a line of railway from the present terminus at 
Sangre Grande. Borings are being made and the coal has been 
analysed. The fuels of Trinidad are either lignitic in character or 
markedly bituminous. 


FRENCH GUINEA. 
The United States Consul-General at Marseilles reports that the 

Director of the National Colonial Institute at 

Mica Deposits. that port has issued the following bulletin :—- 

' French Guinea possesses important deposits 
of mica, recently discovered, the exploitation of which should be 
as important for the country as the colony. Samples of favourable 
appearance are at the disposition of all who care to see them at 
the Colonial Museum, 63, Boulevard des Dames. 

It is added that anyone desiring to correspond on the subject 
of the working of these mica deposits should address inquiries to 
M. Famechon, Directeur des Douanes, at Conakry, French Guinea. 
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ITALY. 


H.M. Consul at Palermo reports that the renewal by the Anglo- 
Sicilian Sulphur Company of its agreement 


neg f with its clients for a further term of five years 
nae = ~ has placed the sulphur trade of Sicily on a stable 


basis for that period. The quantity of sulphur 
exported from Palermo during 1901 was 13,803 tons. From the 
whole of Sicily the exports during 1901 amounted to 475,000 tons. 
The total production was 537,000 tons, and the stock remaining on 
hand on 31st December, 1901, was 242,438 tons. 

The shipments of asphalt made from the whole of Sicily during 
1901 were as follows :— 


To— Quantity. 

Tons. 
Total exports... ove 62,770 


(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,887.) 


UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. 


According to a report by the State Mineralogist of California 
published in the “Engineering and Mining 


Pr ee = oy of Journal” (New York) of the 9th ult., the 
Californi output and value of the mineral substances of 
— California during the year 1901 were as shown 
in the following table :-— 
Production. Value. 

: ‘ Dols. 
Borax, crude and refin 22,221 982,380 
Petroieum... Barrels | 7,710,315 2,961,102 
Quicksilver Flasks 1,285,014 
Silver eee 1,229,356 
Other minerals ... 5,407,303 

{ Dols. 34,355,981 
Total eee 1 £ 7,158,000 


. 
| 
[ 
| 
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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA—continued. 
According to the “ Engineering and Mining Journal ” (New York) 
Mineral of 16th ult., the United States Geological Survey. 
Production in has issued its annual statistical summary of the 
1901. --- mineral production of the United States for 
‘ the calendar year 1901. The total production 
in that year amounted in value to 1,092,224,380 dols. as against 
: 1,064,408,321 dols. in 1900. This comprises 566,351,096 dols. 
¥ worth of non-metallic mineral products, 524,873,284 dols. metallic 
products, and 1,000,000 dols. (estimated) of mineral products 
unspecified, including building sand, glass sand, iron ore used as 
flux in lead smelting, tin ore, nitrate of soda, carbonate of soda, - 
sulphate of soda, and alum clays used by paper manufacturers. 
The following table shows the quantity and value of the 
principal products in 1901 as compared with the preceding year :— 


Quantity. Value. 
Minerals. 
1900. 1901. 1900. 1901. 
Dols. Dols. 
Pigiron ...  ...Tons of 2,240 Ibs.| 13,789,242 | 15,878,354 | 259,944,000 | 242,174,000 
Coal, Bituminous... ,, 2,000 ,, |212,613,912 |225,607,649 | 221,133,513 | 236,201,899 
» Anthracite... ,, 2,240 ,, | 51,221,353 | 60,242,560 | 85,757,851 | 112,504,020 
Copper Lbs. |606,117,166 |597,443,212 | 98,494,039 | ' 86,629,266 
Go ose eee ... Troy 0z8.| 3,829,897 | 3,880,578 79,171,000 80,218,800 
Silver |: 57,647,000 | 59,653,788 | 74,533,495 | 77,126,382 
Petroleum ... ate ... Barrels | 63,362,704 | 69,389,194 | 75,752,691 | 66,417,335 
Stone ie 44,321,845 | 55,615,926 
7 Lead Se ...Tons of 2,000 lbs} 270,824 270,700 | 23,561,688 | 23,280,200 
Cement Barrels | 17,231,150 | 20,068,737 13,283,581 15,786,789 
Brick clay... coe eee 12,000,000 13,800,000 
Zinc of 2,000 Ibs.| 123,886 140,822 | 10,654,196 | 11,265,760 
Other minerals. 42,102,248 | 44,136,508 - 
Total Dols. _- 1,064,408,321 |1,092,224,880 


UNITED STATES—PORTO RICO. 
According to the Porto Rico “Trade and Agricultural Journal,” 
Sicenlinten ds deposits of calcareous phosphate are to be found 
bao Ri mat San Germain, Cabo Rojo, Lajas, Isabela, 
. _ Manati, Ponce and Pueblo Viejo, and many 


concessions have been granted by the Government and private 

owners for their exploitations. The largest deposits, however, are 
on the islands of Caja de Muertos and Mona. 

The island of Caja de Muertos is situated south of Porto Rico, 

about eight miles from Ponce Harbour, and contains an immense 

. amount of phosphate and guano, analyses of which, made in 
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London, Paris and Hamburg, have shown highly satisfactory 
results. The right of working the phosphates was awarded to 
Mr. Miguel de Porrata Doria by the Military Government of Porto 
Rico in 1899. 

The island of Mona is situated west of Porto Rico, about 34 
miles from the City of Mayaguez, and is worthy of especial and 
separate mention on account of the richness of its deposits. The 
right of working the deposits at Mona was granted by the 
Spanish Government, in March, 1877, to Porrata Doria and 
Contreras and Co., and this concession will hold good until 1907. 


CHILE. 
In a recent report to the Foreign Office, the British Vice-Consul 
at Talcahuano states that some interest has 

Coal Deposits. lately been shown in the working of coal in 

that district. Operations have been begun in 
several places, and small quantities of coal have been coming to 
Talcahuano and been used chiefly for domestic purposes. It is 
apparent that those interested in this business need capital before 
work on any considerable scale can be expected. There seems no 
question as to the existence of coal in the neighbourhood, and its 
working on proper lines would assuredly be a matter of great 
importance to the port of Talcahuano. 

The Cerro Verde mine at Penco has lately been assisted in its 
operations by the investment of further capital, and very encourag- 
ing reports are forthcoming. As far north as Tomé coal has been 
found, and, lately, boring operations are being engaged in. Coal, 
therefore, being found in Tomé, and even as far north as Dechata, 
at Cerro Verde and at Santa Ana, half-way between Penco and 
Concepcion, and to the west of that again, it seems almost evident 
that this is a carboniferous region, and it is somewhat surprising 
that, considering the situation, so little interest should have been 
og in working these deposits. (Foreign Office, Annual Series, 
2,885.) 


GUATEMALA. 
In his recent report to the Foreign Office, H.M. Consul at 
Guatemala points out that in 1898 Germany 
Machinery Trade. held the first place as regards the imports of 
machinery into that country, providing over 
20,0001. worth of these goods. The United Kingdom was a poor 
second with 6,000l. worth, while the United States came third. 

In 1900 the United Kingdom took the first place, with more 
than half the total value of machinery imported, the United States 
came second, and Germany is relegated to the third place, and her 
imports of this class of goods did not amount to more than 5001., 
or about one-tenth of the total value of machinery introduced. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,868.) 


| 
| 
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CHINA. 


The Acting British Consul at Kiukiang reports that an office of 
Offices of Mines mines has been opened at Nauch’ang which is 
at Nauch’ believed to have in view the development and 

ang- regulation of coal mining in the Yiianchou 


prefecture. 


The Consul further reports that in February the discovery of a 
Coal Mine deposit of coal in the mountains about eight 
2 miles south of Kiukiang was reported to him, 
near Kiukiang. tut from personal inspection of the place he 
came to the conclusion that the alleged mine had been “salted” 
with the intention of tempting foreigners to bid for the land. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,871.) 


JAPAN—FORMOSA. 


In his recent report to Office, H 
ives the following note of the cost of labour 
on the railway, which is to 
Const wil extend from Kelung to the south of the island, 
which may be of interest. The figures are for 
Japanese and Formosan workmen ; the second, where given, being 
for the latter, the calculation in each case being for ten working 
hours :—Carpenters, 2s. 6d., 1s. 6d.; sawyers, 2s. 7d., 1s. 6d.; 
masons and plasterers, 3s. 2d., 1s. 7d.; roofers, 2s. 9d.; coolies, 
1s. 6d., 9d. to 10d.; workmen for scaffolding, 2s. 1d.; navvies, 
1s. 11d.; painters, 2s. 9d., 1s. 7d.; and ironsmiths, 3s. 2d. (Foreign 
Office, Annual Series, 2,869.) 


In the same report H.M. Consul at Tamsui states that preparations 
on an increased scale are being made at that 
Formosan Coal. port for the export of coal, which mostly goes 
to China, and operations in the mines are being 
extended around Kelung, where the coal veins are very numerous. 
Although the Formosan coal is very brittle, yet it appears to be 
coming into favour on account of its great heating power and the 
very small percentage of ash left over after consumption. This 
does not apply to all coal found in the island, as there are some 
veins of inferior quality which show too large an admixture of 
sulphur. If, however, as the Consul is informed is the case, this 
coal, used for bunker purposes, shows better results than the 
average coal of Moji, in Japan, then there is reason to hope that 
this industry has every prospect of considerably increasing. 
(Foreign Office, Annual Series, 2,869.) 
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UNITED KINGDOM. 

The prices of British corn per quarter of 8 bushels, as-received 
Corn Prices. “from ‘the inspectors and officers of Excise in 
 the'week ended the 30th ult., were as follow :— 

Wheat ... ost Sle. Ta. 

Barley... 268, 2d.- 

For further particulars see p. 470. 


A statement is published on p. 471, showing the quantities of 
Imports. of Agri- the various descriptions of agricultural produce 
odie 1 mi a imported into the United Kingdom during the 
nce. week ended the 30th ult. as well as of the 


imports during the corresponding week of 1901. 


TRINIDAD. 


The Collector of Customs at Trinidad reports that enquiries have 

been made of the Government of Trinidad 
Bamboo for Pulp. respecting the possibility of obtaining bamboo 

in quantities large enough to warrant the 
establishment of a factory in the Colony for the production of pulp. 
At present immense areas in Trinidad are occupied by the bamboo, 
and these could be almost indefinitely increased if the plant were 
in demand. There is no doubt whatever that if a factory were 
established in or near Port of Spain a practically unlimited supply 
could be obtained within a radius of five or six miles. 


EGYPT. 


According to the annual report for 1901 of the British Chamber 
Cotton ‘and of Commerce of Egypt, the cotton crop of 
Cotton-Seed Egypt this season will prove to be a large one, 
Ina. ‘ : about 64 million cantars*, but the quality of it 

‘ has been considerably damaged by fogs and rain. 

The question of quality is being much more studied by intelli- 
gent cultivators, and efforts are being made towards a more 
careful selection of sowing seed. This attention is certainly 
necessary, as there has been a noticeable falling-off during the last 
two or three years in the quality of the Mit. Affifi cotton, which is 
the main cotton of the country. Yannovich and Abassi qualities 
have again been cultivated with success, and some fine samples of 
each have been produced. Yannovich has especially found favour, 

the fineness, length and strength of its staple has made it a 

suitable substitute for American Sea Island cotton, the crop of 

which has been short in the last year. hoe 


* Cantar = 99 Ibs, 


“Pr 
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The total exports of cotton-seed for the year ending 31st Decem- 
ber, 1901, were 393,804 tons, as against 378,702 in 1900, and 
879,285 tons in 1899. 

The present crop is, in spite of a moderate Nile, much larger 
than the preceding one, and has been rushed to market and rapidly 
exported, thus enabling the exports of 1901 to equal those of 
previous years. 

The seed-crushing industry in Egypt has continued active, and 
a new mill of 32 presses has been erected at Kafr Zayat. The 
output of oil being greater than local necessities, some of it is 
exported to Mediterranean ports. The cakes, of which there is no 
consumption in Egypt, continue to be shipped to British ports. 


AUSTRIA-HUNGARY. 


A despatch has been received at the Foreign Office, from H.M. 
. Ambassador at Vienna, forwarding a translation 
ofa preliminary report on the Austro-Hungarian 
. sugar campaign of 1901-02 (1st August, 1901, 
to 31st July, 1902). In this report the results of the campaign are 
given as follows :— 


Increase as 
Total expressed 
Refined sugar. | Raw sugar. compared with 
in Taw sugar. previous year. 
Metric centners|Metric centners|Metric centners| Metric centners 
Stock in hand ...| 1,176,000 9,000 1,756,000 
Net output 10,529,000 1,181,000 12,880,000 2,072,000 
Total... 11,705,000 1,630,000 14,686,000 2,156,000 
Export... 7,046,000 323,000 8,153,000 1,223,000 
Consumption 3,453,000 37,000 3,874,000 91,000 
Stock in hand ...} 1,206,000 1,270,000 2,609,000 842,000 


Note,—The figures for July are only provisional, but it is unlikely that they will 
undergo any material modification. 


The sugar factories began the campaign with somewhat larger 
stocks than in the previous year. The output, however, was 
enormously increased. As much as 12,800,000 metric centners in 
raw sugar value were produced, or fully 2,000,000 metric centners 
more than in the previous year. These figures, which give the net 
output after deduction of the amount necessary for the manufacture 
of the refined sugar, are the highest which have been reached in 
Austria. Of this output, 8,150,000 metric centners, or more than 
60 per cent., went abroad, 3,870,000 metric centners, or about 30 
per cent., were consumed in the country, and about 900,000 metric 
centners were again placed to the stock in hand, so that the stock 
at the end of the year stands at 2,600,000 metric centners. The 
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internal consumption has not substantially increased, but on the 
other hand the export has been considerably augmented—by 
1,200,000 metric centners—since the sugar factories forced their 
exports under the pressure of the Brussels conference. It is to be 
noted that the exportation is confined almost exclusively to white 
sugar, and that the export of raw sugar, which was formerly very 
considerable, has fallen to 323,000 metric centners. Internal 
consumption still stands at the small amount of 3,800,000 metric 
centners, or 4°8 kilogs. (103 lbs.) per head of the population. 
NorEe.—Metric centner = 220-4 Ibs. 


GREECE. 


With reference to the notice on p. 530 of the “ Board of Trade 
Retention of Journal” of 5th September, 1901, a despatch 
¢ t Cro dated 19th ult. has been received at the Foreign 
P- Office, from H.M. Legation at Athens, reporting 
that the Advisory Committee appointed by law to assist the 
Government in fixing the proportion of currants to be retained 
under the ‘‘ Retention Law,” met on the 14th ult., and decided by 
a majority of votes to recommend a rate of 20 per cent. A 
Ministerial Council was held on the 16th ult. definitely to decide 
the question, and after considering facts and estimates brought 
before them by the Minister of Finance, they finally confirmed 
the recommendation of the Committee. 

The crop is estimated at 156,000 tons, and the stocks remaining 
from last year at 18,800 tons, making a total of 174,800 tons. As 
this amount is unusually large, those who believe in the policy of 
the “ Retention Law” naturally favoured an increase in the per- 
centage to be retained, and it is not surprising that it was fixed at 
20 per cent., the highest rate permissible by Law. 


TURKEY. 


With reference to the notice on p. 512 of the “ Board of Trade 

Lattaki Journal ” of 12th June last, the Board of Trade 

Tobacco Trade have received, through the Foreign Office, copy 

* of a special report on the Lattakia tobacco trade 

drawn up by the British Vice-Consul at Lattakia, which states 

that it is now ascertained that the quantity of this year’s ‘‘ Abou- 

Riha” tobacco crop will attain 500 tons, to be entirely exported 
to Great Britain, where a great demand still prevails. 

Owing to this and to competition among some native merchants 
and the agent of a British company the prices are this year thrice 
as high as those of last. Taking advantage of this situation, the 
merchants have been obliged to accept inferior qualities of tobacco. 
There is of this more than 1,400 bales which have been recently 
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shipped for London and Liverpool. It is expected that the next 
shipments will be of good quality. 

The competition between the native merchants and the agent of 
the British company was due to the local merchants having entered 
into combination for the purpose of buying the whole crop. On the 
other hand, the agent is said to have had express orders to pur- 
chase from the growers, who were very glad to sell all their tobacco 
to him owing to his offering higher prices. But the growers 
were led to fear that in that event the local merchants would give 
them no advances in the future. The — have hitherto ac- 
cepted money advances at the rate of 25 per cent. interest, and 
have sold their tobacco at a price fixed by their creditors. 

Last year they sold their crop at a price equal to 6d. per lb. to 
a few merchants who obtained prices between 2s. and 3s. per lb. 
at London and Liverpool. ‘This year’s prices being far more 
remunerative, the growers have greatly increased their cultivation 
of tobacco ; some 8,000 Doonoums—about 1,980 acres—are already 
cultivated. During the preceding five years no more than 2,500 
Doonoums were under cultivation. 


BRAZIL. 


A report, dated 7th July last, by the United States Consul at Para 
Rubber Exports states that, according to the final returns, the 
shipments of rubber from the Amazon Valley 
from Para. 
this season amounted to 29,997 tons, or 2,317 
tons more than in 1900-1901. 

In the season just begun, it is believed that an exceptionally good 
crop will be harvested. The rubber fields of the lower river, and 
especially on the islands, are slowly but surely failing, both in 
Segre and quality ; but the decrease is more than made up by 
the development of new fields and the expansion of the old fields 
on the Upper Amazon. While all the more important tributaries 
of the Amazon are supplying their full quota of rubber, and even 
making a promising increase, interest will be centred in the now 
famous Acre territory and in South-eastern Ecuador. In the regions 
reached by the Purus (of which the Acre is a tributary), Jurua, 
Beni, Madre de Dios, Javari, Ucayali, Japura, and other great 
affluents of the Upper Amazon, which penetrate Peru, Bolivia, and 
Ecuador, there are illimitable rubber forests as yet unexplored, 
which will now be gradually developed. Many seringueiros, or 
rubber gatherers, are making their way to these regions, and it is 
reported that several syndicates are about to begin operations in 
new fields in Bolivia and Peru. 

Bolivia continues to offer inducements for the colonisation and 
development of her vast area of tich rubber and mining territory. 
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The Consul adds that he is informed that the Government of the 
State of Amazonas has granted the exclusive privilege of receiving, 
cutting, and packing all the rubber produced in that State to one 
wharf company. The creation of this monopoly will injure the 
rubber trade of that region, but Peru, Bolivia, and Ecuador will 
be the gainers, as rubber growers and gatherers in Para are 
seeking to escape the new restrictions, which entail considerable 
expense and trouble upon exporters. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


UNITED KINGDOM. 


The number of bales of cotton imported into the United Kingdom 
during the week ended the 28th ult. was 
Cotton Statistics. 15,866 and the number imported during the 
35 weeks ended the 28th ult. was 2,352,747. 
As regards exports, the figures are, for the week ended the 28th 
ult., 7,871 bales, and for the 35 weeks, 327,849. 
For further details see p. 470. 


The following inspectors of weights and measures have, during the 
Ditiiatens of month of June, 1902, passed the examination 
sop rovided for in the 11th section of the Weights 
Weights and P 
and Measures Act, 1889 :— 

: George Thomas Armstrong, Joseph Ballan- 
tyne, Cornelius Bowles, Patrick Brannigan, John Butler, Patrick 
Clarke, Robert Cowe, John Daly, William Deany, Edward Devere, 
Patrick Egan, Michael Forrest, Samuel N. Forsythe, Patrick 
Gaffney, Valentine Hawkins, James Hayes, Abraham J. Hill, 
Daniel Houlihan, Daniel Hussey, John Johnston, George Kearney, 
Edward P. Kerriss, Angus Madden, Henry Masterson, Edward 
McCabe, George McCawley, James McEvoy, Thomas McGetrick, 
William J. McGreal, Owen Melaniphy, Thomas Neylon, Michael 
Phelan, George Phillips, Patrick Quirk, Thomas Slator, Patrick 
Wall, Robert Walwocd, Edward West, Patrick White ; all of the 
Royal Irish Constabulary, Ireland. 


The “ London Gazette ” of 29th ult. publishes an ‘official nctifica- 
| tion by H.M. Postmaster-General, to the effect 


sy cS that on the Ist inst. a parcel post was to be 
_— States of established with the United States of America 
man (hereinafter referred to as “‘ the United States).” 


This service has been established in co-operation 
with the American Express Company, who arrange for the con- 
veyance throughout the United States in both directions, while the 
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Postmaster-General, on the other hand, is responsible for the con- 
veyance in this country and for the Atlantic transport. 

Limits of weight and dimensions——1. The limits are those 
applicable in the Inland Parcel Post. 

Charges.—2. The charges payable on parcels for the United 
States are :— 

(a) For conveyance in this country, in the United States and 
5, across the Atlantic. On parcels for New York City, Brooklyn, 
Jersey City or Hoboken, not over three lbs. 1s., from three to 
seven lbs, 2s., from seven to 11 lbs. 3s. 

On parcels for any other part of the United States, not over 
three lbs. 2s., from three to seven lbs. 3s., from seven to 11 lbs. 4s. 

(6) A fixed charge of 1s. on every parcel, due to the American 
Express Company for the fulfilment of Customs clearance and 
formalities, and also a fixed fee of 1s. in respect of the charges 
levied by the United States Government under the title of 
Sample Office Fee” or “Storage Fee” on every parcel entering 
the country. 

(c) Customs duty is also leviable according to the ordinary 
Customs Tariff of the United States. 


AUSTRALIA. 


The following table, showing the value of the trade of South 

Trade of South Australia from and to each country during the 

ie iat quarter ended 31st March last, is taken from 


the Customs returns of that State, copy of 
i, Quarter of 1902, nich has been received at the Board of ‘Trade 
from the Collector of Customs at Port Adelaide :— 
Exports. 
South 
From and To, Imports. : Other 
—_ lian produce or Total. 
produce or | manufacture. 
manufacture. 
£ £ 
United Kingdom ... «| ' 681,626 552,955 117,846 670,801 
Commonwealth States .... 609,675 314,310 273,612 | 687,922 
, Other British Possessions... 55,673 201,453 93,906 295,359 ' 
Foreign Countries ... e-| 240,922 78,965 142,685 221,650 
Total .-.| 1,587,896 1,147,683 628,049 1,775,732 
Total for corresponding 
quarter of 1901 «| 1,907,206 1,214,258 970,623 2,184,881 


| 

| 

B2 
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SIND AND BRITISH BALUCHISTAN. 


The following table, showing the trade of Sind and of British 
Trade in Baluchistan, across the British frontier, with 
1901-2 Afghanistan, Baluchistan and Seistan, for the 

said years ended 3lst March, 1900, 1901 and 1902, 
is taken from a report prepared by the Chief Collector of Customs 
in Sind under date of the 10th of June, 1902 :— 


Imports. Exports. 
Countries traded 
with, 


1899-1900} 1900-01. } 1901-02. |1899-1900; 1900-01. |1901-02. 


Rupees. | R 


Afghanistan— Rupees. pee upees. | Rupees. upees. pees. 
Kandahar .--/4,518,842 |3,815,860 |3,714,706 2,862,047 |2,355,260 |2,761,779 
Ghazni ... 4,778 | 16,210 | 14,858 | 11,270 | 29,800 | 55,697 
Herat... 189,492 | 66,352 | 43,854 97,185 | 57,018 | 24,210 
Gurmsel ... 76,533 4,306 | 330,530 65,889 | 15,550 | 163,596 


Total  ...'4,789,640 |3,902,728 |4,103,948 3,036,391 2,457,128 |3,005,282 


Baluchistan— | 
Kalat Territory ...| 767,076 | 689,617 | 714.351 | 492,944 | 457,637 | 395,463 
Las BeylaTerritory| 640,441 | 463,349 643,325 161,358 | 205,730 | 180,909 


Total ...|1,407,517 |1,152,966 |1,357,676 | 654,302 | 663,367 | 576,372 
Seistan ... 47,790 | 274,723 | 340,470 132,878 | 242,016 | 864,216 
Grand Total...|6,244,947 (5,330,417 5,802,094 3,828,571 3,362,511 [4,445,870 


MAURITIUS. 


The Board of Trade have received a copy of Ordinance No. 9 of 
The V; t 1902, passed under date of the 2nd of July last 
Sedation and by which the Governor of Mauritius is 
Ordinance, 1902 empowered to prohibit the landing in that 
‘ * Colony of any destitute persons, or persons of 
any criminal or vicious class, either absolutely, or subject to such 
conditions as he may lay down, whenever the Inspector-General 
of Police shall report that any such persons are on board any 
vessel arriving in the Colony. a 
» The Ordinance in question provides that any person being a 
pauper or who in the opinion of the Inspector-General of Police 
has not any permanent means of subsistence or likelihood of 
obtaining employment in the Colony, whether on account of 
nationality, or otherwise, shall be held to be a destitute person 
#ithin the meaning of the Ordinance. 
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The Acting British wee Panag at Rhodes, reporting on the sponge 
‘ indastry (fishing for sponges being the principal 
niale & a occupation of the inhabitants of the islands of 
the Sporades), states thatthe quantity and quality 
P of sponges obtained in 1901 was about 10 per cent. 
below the average. The total amount derived from this industry has 
been about, 18,000,000 pias. This article is exported to the United 
Kingdom, Austria-Hungary, Germany, France, Belgium, Italy, 
Holland, and Russia. The prices paid in 1901 are the following :— 
Sponges from Mandrouka and Bengazi (coast of Africa), always 
sold by piece, for toilet sponges from 12 to 16 pias. per piece, 
bath sponges from 7 to 11 pias., and for zimokes or coarse sponges 
from 1 to 14 pias. Sponges fished at Cyprus, Crete, the coast of 
Syria, Caramania, Rhodes, and other Turkish islands are always 
sold by weight, the prices varying according to quality. The. 
prices paid this year have been, for toilet sponges from 500 to 
800 pias., and for both sponges from 170 to 240 pias. per oke. 
N.B.—It is to be noted that for sponge transactions the 1I. is 
always calculated at the rate of 150 pias., the Turkish lira and 
other money according to this rate. (Horeign Office, Annual Series, 
2,854.) 


REPORT OF BRITISH CHAMBER OF COMMERCE. 


Cardiff—The monthly meeting of the Cardiff Chamber of Com- 
merce was held on the 20th ult., Mr. H. Wood Davey presiding. 

The Mexican Consul piaced specimens of wood for cabinet and 
general: purposes before the members, and suggested that there 
was a good opening for a regular line between Cardiff and Mexico, 
especially for the import trade, to which he offered every assistance. 

It was pointed out by several members of the Chamber that 
Cardiff had many facilities for the import of Russian provisions 
via the Black Sea, which would tap a trade now devoted to Riga 
and Hull, and the utilisation of a line from the Danube, which had 
sprung up to cope with the timber trade. 


| 
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Cotton Returns. 
Return of the Number of Bales of Cotton Imported and Exported 
at the Various Ports of the United Kingdom during the Week 
and 35 Weeks ended 28th August, 1902. 


Week ended | 3° Weeks || week endea | 35 weeks 
1902, 1902. 1902. 1902, 
IMPORTS. EXxPoRTs. 
(Bales.) (Bales.) 
No. No. No. oO. 
7,219 1,777,077 4,438 204,108 
193,060 1,613 16,645 
3,234 292,271 192 81,605 
Miscellaneous eve 3,189 42,3C6 4,219 
15,866 2,352,747 7,871 327,849 a4 
Corn Prices. 


Statement showing the Average Price of British Corn, per quarter 
of 8 bushels, Imperial Measure,* as received from the Inspectors 
and Officers of Excise in the week ended 30th August, 1902, and 
corresponding weeks of the seven previous years pursuant tothe Corn 
Returns Act, 1€82. 


Average Price. 


Wheat. Barley. Oats. 
Week ended 30th August, 1902... 
Corresponding week in— 
1895 ... oi 23 4 14 


* Section 8 of the Corn Returns Act, 1882, provides that where returns of 
purchases of British Corn are made to the local inspector of Corn Returns in any 
other measure than the Imperial bushel or by weight or by a weighed measure that 
officer shall convert such returns into the Imperial bushel, and in the case of weight 
or weighed measure the conversion is to be made at the rate of sixty Imperial 
pounds for every bushel of wheat, fifty Imperial pounds for every bushel of barley, 
and thirty-nine Imperial pounds for every bushel of oats. 
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Imports of Agricultural Produce into the United Kingdom. 
Account showing the Quantities of certain kinds of Agricultural 
Produce imported into the United Kingdom in the week ended 
30th August, 1902, together with the quantities imported in the 
corresponding week of the previous year. 


Week ended | Correspond- 
30th Aug., ing week 
1902. in 1901. 
Animals, living :— 
Oxen, bulls, cows, and calves... Number. 9 663 9,785 
Sheep andlambs... 2,628 3.672 
Hoises* ... eee ” 398 
Fresh meat :— 
Beef.. Cwts. 97,563 87,713 
Mutton... ose 137,658 64,101 
Pork one * 7,956 11,161 
Salted or preserved meat :— 
acon Cwts. 99,548 95,714 
Beef 2,661 2'436 
Meat, unenumerated, salted or fresh ... o 13,113 9,231 
Meat,preserved,otherwise thanbysalting nf 15,872 9,526 
Dairy produce and substitutes :— 
Cwts. 91,647 62,864 
Milk, fresh, in cansordrums ... ” - 
» cream 10 93 
» Condensed... ... 4 15,273 15,499 
»» preserved, other kinds ... oe 67 14 
Eggs ... Grt. Hundr, 468,317 344,013 
Poultry ene Value £ 2,610 1,658 
Rabbits, dead (not tinned) vm * Cwts, 17,306 8,172 
Corn, grain, meal and flour :— 
Wheat-meal and flour ... ave 460,588 
MaizeorIndiancom .. 744,477 864,800 
Fruit, raw :— 
Apricots and peaches... 238 9 
Tapes. 14,579 39,218 
Lemons ... 4,958 7,712 
Pears . eee eee eee . ” 45,2 18 34,304 
Plums eee ove ” 40,217 22,182 
Unenumerated 22,522 £6,483 
ay ... ove eee eve Tons. 4,627 4,229 
Vegetables, raw :— 
Tomatoes ... 10,773 30,560 
Unenumerated ... ow Value £ 4,644 7,055 
dried ... Cwts. 492 480 
Preserved by canning ... 705 1,884 


* Not shown in 1901. 
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GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS, 


TRADE RETURNS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM. 

The Monthly Accounts relating to the Trade and Navigation of 
the United Kingdom for the month of July, 1902, have been 
published. The accounts, which are issued on the 7th or 8th of 
each month, may be purchased at a small cost (in the present 
instance 94d.) per copy, either directly or through any bookseller, 
from Messrs. Eyre and Spottiswoode, East Harding Street, Fleet 
Street, London, E.C., and 32, Abingdon Street, S.W.; or Messrs. 
Oliver & Boyd, Edinburgh; or Edward Ponsonby, 116, Grafton 
Street, Dublin. 

Attention is further called to the fact that the “‘ Annual State- 
ment of the Trade of the United Kingdom with Foreign Countries 
and British Possessions” for the year 1901, in two Volumes, 
may be purchased at a cost of 6s. 7d. for the first, and 4s. 10d. 
for the second Volume, at any of the addresses enumerated 
above. This publication, which contains much more detailed 
and exhaustive information than can be given in the Monthl 
Accounts, gives Abstract Tables for the years 1897-1901, and 
detailed statements of imports and exports of each article (from 
and to each country) and, in the second volume details as to 
customs duties, trade in coin and bullion, transhipments, and 
articles in bond, and particulars of the trade of the United 
Kingdom with each foreign country. 


THE LABOUR GAZETTE. 

This Gazette is published by the Board of Trade about the 15th 
of each month. The following are among the more important 
articles that appeared in the number issued the 15th ult.:— 
State of the Labour Market in July ; Recent Legislation affecting 
Labour ; Census of Yorkshire, Durham, and Stafford ; Agricultural 
Hirings in Scotland ; New Home Office Orders; Legal Cases 
affecting Labour, &c., &c. 


FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 
The following is a résumé of some of the more interesting 
subjects dealt with in Consular Reports of the Annual Series 
issued since the last number of the “ Board of Trade Journal.” 


No. 2,884. Baghdad, 1901. 


Exchange. 

Freight rates. 

Wool, mohair, and gall trade. 

Shipments of opium, gum, 
and skins. 

Piece-goods trade hampered 
by lack of steamers between 
Basrah and Bagdad. 

Opening for a railway or 
tramway from Bagdad to Kar- 
bala and Nejef. on 


Increased difficulty in navi- 
gation of River Tigris. 

Comparative tables showing 
articles exported to Europe, 
America, Indian, and Eastern 
ports in 1900 and 1901. 

Return of principal articles 
imported from Europe and 
India by the Euphrates and 
Tigris Steam Navigation Co. in 


1900 and 1901. 
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Government Publications. 


No. 2,885. Chile, 1901. 


Considerable increase in value 
of imports and exports as com- 
pared with 1900. 

Effects of the strike at Iqui- 
que on the nitrate trade. 
Tables of imports and exports 
by categories. 


Synopsis of the new Liquor 
Law. 

Table showing value of im- 
ports arranged according to the 
new classification. 

Return of principal articles 
exported in 1900 and 1901. 


This publication contains also reports from the British Vice- 
Consuls at Talcahuano, Valdivia and Corral, Caldera, Arica, Taltal 


and Traiguen. 


No. 2,886. Paraguay, 1901. 


Unsatisfactory state of trade. 
Lack of trade statistics. 
Banks. 

Value of articles imported 
direct from Liverpool during 
the third quarter of 1901. 

Countries of origin of prin- 
cipal imports. 

Capital invested in Para- 

uay. 

Value of total imports and 


No. 2,887. 


Return of shipping at Pal- 
ermo during the last five years. 

Table of navigation bounties. 

British shipping at Palermo. 

Coal trade of Sicily. 

New emigration law. 

Green fruit trade affected by 
California and Florida growers. 

Production and consumption 
of tobacco. 

Production, exportation and 
prices of sumach. 

Rate of exchange. 

Railways. 

Vital statistics. 


exports 1895--1901, and list of 
principal exports in 1901. 

Yerba maté and _ tobacco 
industries. 

Cattle breeding. 

Loan for harbour works. 

Regulations for commercial 
travellers. 

Carriages admitted free of 
duty until December next. 


Sicily, 1901. 


Water supply of Palermo. 

Monthly railway tickets for 
commercial travellers, &c. 

Census of 1901. 

Mule breeding. 

Proposed commercial school 
at Palermo. 

Tables of imports and ex- 
ports into and from Palermo 
by articles during 1900 and 
1901. 

Table showing coal trade of 
Sicily in 1901. 

Table of shipping at Palerino 
in 1901. 


This publication also contains reports from Messina, Catania, 
Syracuse, Marsala, Trapani, and Milazzo, returns of shipping from 
Girgenti and Lucata, and returns of imports and exports from 


Mazzara. 
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No. 2,888. Bahia and Sergipe, 1901. 


Great depression of trade in 
Bahia. 

Public health. 

Exchange. 

Returns of shipping and 
freights. 

Exports of tobacco, cocoa, 
coffee, &c. 

Imports of coal, &c. 


Financial situation. 

Bahia and San Francisco 
railway handed over to the 
Federal Government. 

Return of principal imports 
and exports from Bahia. 

Return of the exports from 
Sergipe. 


No. 2,889. Philippine Islands, 1901. 


Decrease in trade in 1900 
and 1901. 

Reports on the general state 
of the separate groups of 
islands, 

Imposition of a land tax. 

Shipping of Manila. 

Harbour works. 


British trade. 

Decreased export of sugar, 
tobacco and coprah. 

Summary of the new tariff. 

Exchange. 

Tables of imports and exports 
with the duties collected. 

Return of shipping of Manila. 


This publication also contains reports from Cebu and Lloilo. 
No. 2,89). Oporto, 1901. 


Trade of Oporto compared 
with the trade of the whole of 
Portugal. 

Imports of cotton and petro- 
leum. 

Preferential duty favouring 
Norwegian fish. 

Decrease in the import of 


sugar from the United King- 
dom. 
Viticulture in 1900-1901. 
Crisis in the cotton industry. 
Need for commercial travel- 
lers and agents. 
Returns of the shipping at 
the ports of Oporto and Leixdes 
in 1901. 


No. 2,891. New Ca'edonia, 1901. 


Increase in the imports from 
Australia. 

Progress of British trade 
hindered by high Customs 
Tariff. 

Proposed railway from Dum- 
bea to Bourail. 

Harbour works. 


State of the labour market. 

Stoppage of work at the 
Pilou copper mines. 

Increased demand for chrome 
and cobalt ore. 

New coastal service. 

Returns of imports, exports, 
and shipping in 1901. 
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Government Publications. 


OTHER GOVERNMENT PUBLICATIONS. 


Sea Fisheries (England and Wales). Siateenth Annual Report 
of the Inspectors. [Cd.1,185.] Price 3s. 4d. 


This report dealing with the year 1901, shows that there were, 
on the 3lst December last, 7,019 vessels of an aggregate tonnage 
of 150,237 tons, registered as fishing boats belonging to England 
and Wales, as compared with 7,190 boats of an aggregate tonnage 
of 156,959 tons in 1900. The value of wet fish and shell fish 
returned as landed on the coasts of England and Wales during the 
last two years is as follows :—1900, 6,945,150/. and 1901, 6,848,192/. 
The report contains various statistics and returns on matters 
relating to the English sea fisheries, and extracts from the statistical 
tables and memorandum relating to the sea fisheries of the United 
Kingdom recently is:ued by the Board of Trade. 


Forty-fifth Report of the Commissioners of H.M. Inland Revenue, 
for the year ended 31st March, 1902. [Cd. 1,216.] Price 1s. 9d. 


This report shows that in the financial year 1901-2 the gross 
receipts of inland revenue duties amounted to 103,818,4521., of 
which 37,729,792l. was derived from excise duties, 37,068,303I. 
from income tax, 18,677,5941. from estate, &c., duties, 7,812,320/. 
from stamp duties, 1,727,8261. from inhabited house duty, and 
802,617/. from land tax. During the ten years from 1891-2 to 
1901-2 the net receipt of inland revenue duties increased by 
37,857,0001., or nearly 60 per cent. The revenue from excise was 
responsible for 6,566,0001.; estate, &c., duties, 7,420,000. ; 
stamps, 2,324,000/.; inhabited house duty, 284,000/.; and income 
tax, 21,256,000/. Land tax showed a decrease of 263,0001. 
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LIST OF FOREIGN OFFICE REPORTS. 


Tut following Reports of H.M. Diplomatic and Consular Officers, 
which have been issued in the Annual and Miscellaneous Series since 
Ist January, 1902, may be obtained from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C. 


The titles of the Miscellaneous Series are printed in italics. 


No. Place. Futey No. Place. Price 
EUROPE— 2748 | Estimates of German Em- 
Austria-H : pire for 1902... 

2852 | Austria-Hungary —...1901/ 2774 | Pomerania... _...1901) 34d. 

2857 |Bohemia | 54d.|/ 2751 | Prussian Estimates for 

2762 | Trieste ... ob 1902-03... 1d. 
2745 | Samoa ... 4d. 

572 | Higher, Middle and Lower 

2827 | Bulgaria 23d. of Wiirtemberg ...| 3d. 

573 lementary report on 

Denmark : “eas Instruction and 

2739 1d. Chemical in 
2829 | Denmark 3d. Germany --.| 1d. 
574 | Prussian Railways 3d. 

France and Colonies: 575 | German Iron trade in 1900 

2881 | Algeria... 1900 & 1901); 2d. and 1901 ° .| dd. 

2817 | Bordeaux ose 1901) 4d. 

2805 | Brest ... ove | 1d. 

2768 | Calais ... ooo 9 3d. Greece : 

2806 | Cherbourg - - » | 2d. || 2788 | Cyclades ..1901) 1d. 

2784 | Corsica | 1d. |] 2800 Ielands... 

2808 | Dunkirk ove 1d. |; 2760 | Morea ... eee om 1 

2787 | France .. 171900 3d. || 2775 | Pireus ... 

2876 | French Guinea, ‘1899 & 1900 1d. || 2764 | Thessaly ld. 

9834 | French Indo-China ...1901| 1d. || 576 | Mineral Resources of Greece 103d. 

2821 | Hamburg ane » | 5d. 

2754 | Havre ... we ooo 99 | Sd. 

2855 | Marseilles » | 2kd. Italy: 

2765 | Nantes = ees 9 | 1d. || 2801 | Elba «- 1900-01] 1d. 

2786 | Nice eos 99 | 1d. || 2820 | Genoa ... ove 01901] 23d. 

2891 | New Caledonia » | 1d. || 2865 | Lecce Province oe 

2823 and Kari- 2809 | Leghorn 

kal » | 1d. || 2773 | Lombardy ... 

2815 Réunion ooo | Id. |] 2744 Nap ples » | 1d. 

2866 | Senegal... yy | 1d. || 2864 |< South Italy Supple- 

2877 | Society Islands ig 1 | mentary) . » | 23d. 
| 2887 | Sicily ... 

2783 » | | 2761 | Amsterdam -1901) 1d. 

2769 | Chemnitz | 4d. || 2883 | Dutch Guiana.. 

2851 Frankfort-on-Main ... » | 4d. || 2863 | Java... cen ee 

2758 | German Colonial Estimates 2882 | Netherlands (Finances) 

for 1902 14d. 1901-2; 2d, 

2790 | German Colonies ...1900-01| 2d. 

2819 | German East Africa...1901| 1}d. Norway : 

2845 | Germany yy | 2873 | Norway 1901] 24d. 


. 
| | 
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No. Place. pe No. Place. Price 
; Portugal and Colonies: 2791 | Dar-al Baida (Morocco) 1901) 2d. 
2799 | Beira... ase -+-1901} 1§d.!| 2818 | Independent State of the 
2861 | Chinde Congo coe 901) 14. 
2794 |Goa__... | || 2875 | Liberia.. See | 3d. 
2811 | Lourengo Marques ...1900| 1d. || 2867 | Port Said and Suez 
2890 | Oporto ... 1d. (Egypt) ld. 
2846 | Mozambique ... ess yy | 1d. || 2742 | Somali Coast ‘Protectorate, 
2746 | Portugal -1900] 14d. 1900-01} 24. 
2880 | Quilimane ...  ...1901| 3d. || 2787 | Tangier (Morocco) ...1901| 2d. 
2812 |Tete ... ove | 
Roumania: AMERICA, NORTH— 
2874 | Roumania ...1900 and 1901] 13d. United ‘States of America: 
2755 | Baltimore +1901) 24d, 
Russia: 2759 | Charleston... | Qh. 
2782 | Batoum... 2d. || 2763 | Chicago ove | Bhd, 
2743 | Odessa (Supplement .«01900} 1d. || 2887 | Hawaii ... 
2750 »  (Agriculture)...1901} 14d.|| 2752 | New Orleans ... 
2810 | Poland an Lithuania | 24d.|| 2781 | New York 
St. Petersburg... ... ,, | 3$d.| 2858 | Oregon, Washington, 
2842 | Taganrog ove and Idaho States ... ,, | 3d. 
2798 | Philadelphia .. » | 2d. 
2889 | Philippine Islands | 
2757 | Servia 1900, 1901] 1d. || 2749 | Portland (Maine) <i ane 
2826 | Porto Rico... 
H 2825 | San Francisco... » | 2hd. 
2856 | Barcelona +1901] 3d. || 2770 | Texas... eee n | 28d. 
2780 | Cadiz ... 
2830 | Canary Islands... | Mexico: 
2771 | Corunna yy | 2853 | Vera Cruz +1901) 117, 
2824 | Malaga... 
579 | Mining Industry y in Spain AMERICA, CENTRAL— 
during the year 1901...) 2d. || 2776 | Costa Rica... +1901) 14, 
2756 | Honduras 1899-1900 and) 
Sweden: 1900-01) 14, 
2879 | Gothenburg... -1901| 24d. 
2778 | Stockholm ... | 24d. AMERICA, SOUTH— 
Argentine 
Turkey: 2767 | Buenos Ayres .. +1901) 94, 
2785 | Aleppo and Adana __...1901) 2d. || 2793 | Rosario... | 1d. 
2884 | Baghdad > 
2836 | Beirut ... | Brazil: 
2831 | Bengazi... ... 1900-01) 1}d.|| 2888 | Bahia and Sergipe ...1901| 14, 
2835 | Bussorah Gd. || 2844 | Para 
2813 | Constantinople | 24d.) 2814 | Pernambuco ... ... | 94, 
2832 | Damascus... «ss | 2d. | 2859 | Porto Alegre ... =... 8] 14d 
2792 | Erzeroum gy | 2740 | Sergipe... =... 1900] 
2822 | Palestine 
2766 | Trebizond 1d. | 2885 Chile. +1901) 
578 | Trade and Economie State 2753 |Coquimbo ... ...1900) 14, 
of Vilayet of Tripoli 
during the past 40 years...| 1d. || Colombia: Republic of 
| Colombia = (excepting 
AFRICA— Panama) ... 1901) 154 
577 | Agricultural Prospects of f 
the Plateaus of the Uganda Guatemala : 
Railway ... 1d. || 2868 | Guatemala, trade, agricul- 
2872 | British Central Africa Pro- | ture, &c. 1900 and 1901) 23d. 
tectorate... ...1901-02; 24d) 
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No. Place. Price|| No. Place. Price 
Paraguay : 2804 | Nin eos .-1901} 1d. 
2886 | Paraguay ..1901| 4d. || 2779 | Samshui_ 1d. 
2741 | Ssumao and Menktse. “1900 ld. 
Peru: 2839 | Swatow... ..1901} 1d. 
2807 | Peru... .-.1901} 2870 Wenchow 
2840 | Wuchow 
Uruguay: 2802 | Wuhu ... 
2847 | Uruguay sine 1901| 13d 
Japan: 
Venezuela : 2789 | Japan... sie 1901| 2d. 
2833 | Caracas... -..1901/ 1d. || 2869 North Formosa 
2772 | Ciudad Bolivar. | $4. || 2878 | Shimonoseki and Moji.. 
2796 | South Formosa... 1900-01! 2d. 
ASIA— 2841 | Yokohama 14d, 
China: 
2777 | Amoy ... ae --.1901| 1d, Korea: 
2862 | Canton... | Ad. |] 2349 | Korea ... 1901} 33d, 
2797 | Chin-kiang... | Id, 
2738 | Foochow ---1900) Persia: 
2850 901] 1d. | 2803 | Persian Gulf 29d, 
2795 | Hankow ooo coo | 
4871 | Kiukiang con PACIFIC ISLANDS— 
2828 | Newchwang ... see yy | 1d. || 2848 | Friendly Islands ---1901} 1d, 
Treaty Series. 


The following numbers of the Treaty Series issued since the lst January, 
1902, may be obtained from the above-mentioned sources :— 


No. | —— Price. 

1 Agreement additional to the Postal Convention between the ! 

United Kingdom and France of 30th August, 1890 eee 3d. | 
2 General Index to the Treaty Series, 1897-1901 - 8d. 
3 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Japan relative 

to China and Corea ... 4d. 
4 Treaty between the United Kingdom and Brazil relative to 

the boundary between Brazil and British Guiana... wee 1d. 
5 Convention between the United Kingdom and Persia extend- 


ing the system of telegraphic communication between 
Europe and India through Persia 1d, 
6 Treaty between the United Kingdom and the United States 
relative to the establishment of a communication by Ship 


Canal between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans ... 
f Treaty between the United Kingdom and Belgium for the 
mutual surrender of fugitive criminals _... 1}d. 


8 Agreement between the United Kingdom and Germany 
relative to the boundary of the British and German 


spheres of interest between Lakes Nyasa and Tanganyika.. 63d. 
9 Agreement relative to the exchange of Money Orders between 
the United Kingdom and Belgium ... id. 
10 Agreement between the United Kingdom and France Tespect- 
ing commercial relations between France and Zanzibar ... ad. 
il Convention between the United Kingdom and the United 


States extending the period for accession of British Colonies 
and Possessions to the Convention of 2nd March, 1899, 
relative to the Disposal of Real and Personal Property ‘ies 3d, 


| HI | | 
q 
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COLONIAL OFFICE REPORTS. 


The following Reports relating to H.M. Colonial Possessions issued since 
1st January, 1902, may be purchased from Messrs. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 
East Harding Street, Fleet Street, E.C.:— 


Annual. 

No Place. Price. 
346 Northern Nigeria ose ove | 18. 10d, 
347 British Solomon Islands owe | 
348 Lagos exe 2d. 
349 British Guiana ove 2d. 
350 St. Vincent... we ooo 2d. 
351 Jamaica xe oe | 3d. 
352 Cocos Islands .. ose 
353 Southern Nigeria | 13d, 


| 
\j 
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THE COMMERCIAL INTELLIGENCE BRANCH & 
OF THE 


BOARD OF TRADE. 


The Intelligence Branch of the Commercial Department of the Board 
of Trade has been established with a view to meet the constantly increas- 
ing demand for prompt and accurate information on commercial matters, 
so far as it can be met by Government action. In deciding to establish 
this new branch, the Board of Trade were largely influenced by the recom- 
mendations contained in the Report* of a Departmental Committee com- 
posed not only of representatives of the various Government Departments 
concerned, but also of prominent representatives of commercial interests, 
which was appointed in July, 1897. The Committee referred to was re- 
quested to consider and advise (1) as to the best means of collecting and 
of disseminating among those interested prompt and accurate information 
upon commercial subjects, and (2) as to the collection of samples, especially 
of goods of foreign manufacture competing with British productions, 
and the exhibition of such samples to manufacturers and traders in this 
country. As a result of their deliberations the Committee recommended 
under head (1) the establishment of a new office, under the Board of Trade, ~ 
on lines which the Board have followed generally in the creation of the 
Intelligence Branch, and this Branch is consequently intended to become 
a centre at which information on all subjects of commercial interest shall 
be collected and focussed in a form convenient for reference. In addition, 
it is the duty of the Branch, as far as circumstances permit, to afford 
information in reply to all inquiries on commercial matters which may 
be addressed to it, whether written or verbal. 

The office, which is temporarily housed at No. 50, Parliament Street, 
London, S.W., was opened on the 23rd October, 1899 ; its principal officer 
(under the Controller-General of the Commercial, Statistical, and Labour 
Departments of the Board of Trade) being Mr. T. Worthington, who 
recently acted as Special Commissioner to the Board in an inquiry into 
the condition and prospects of British trade in certain South American 
countries. The “Intelligence Branch” will endeavour, on application 
being made to it, to supply information with regard to the following sub- 
jects, viz.:—Commercial Statistics; Matters relating to Foreign and 
Colonial Tariffs ; Excise and “ Consumption” duties ; Port, Harbour, and 
Tonnage dues, and other charges on Shipping; Customs Regulations ; 
Consular Fees; Forms of Certificates of Origin; Regulations concerning 
Commercial Travellers; Trading Licenses; Foreign and Colonial Con- 
tracts open to Tender; Foreign and Colonial Bounties; Lists of Firms 
abroad engaged in particular lines of business in different localities, §c., Se. 
An inquiry Room, at which copies of official publications, directories, an 
other works of reference may be consulted, is reserved at the offices of the 
Branch for the convenience of personal applicants. 

The “Board of Trade Journal” is the principal medium through 
which intelligence collected by the Branch and intended for general in- 
formation is convey. to the public. The Journal, which, up to the close 
of 1899, was issued tronthly at the price of 6d., is now issued weekly 
at the price of 1d. 


* Parliamentary Paper C. 8,962 of 1898, to be obtained through Messrs. Eyre and 
Spottiswoode’s office for the sale of such documents, in East Harding Street, Fetter Lane, 


Lendon, E.C., price 234. 
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